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Outcome of the Fourth Meeting of ad hoc Group MINUTS 

The Meeting was held online on 3 February 2020. 

The Meeting was chaired by Vilja Klemola (FI). 

Participants: Lars Åkesson and Philip Axe (SE); Wera Leujak (DE); Lasse Tor Nielsen (DK); Konrad Mischke 
(PL); Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky (HELCOM). 

 

1. Information from HELCOM Secretariat and the Participants 

1.1. The Meeting discussed an updated draft of the Recommendation on the application of sea-based 
measures to manage internal nutrient reserves. 

1.2. The Meeting took note that Denmark is concerned about the integration of the procedures 
proposed in the draft HELCOM Recommendation into national permitting procedures due to delays 
and potential conflicts with national permitting procedures it might cause.  

1.3. The Meeting also proposed that the HELCOM opinion might be taken into considered at hearings 
organized as a part of the permitting procedure. 

1.4. The Meeting also noted an example when provisions of the London Protocol in relation to the ocean 
fertilization were reflected in the national legislation after its ratification. Germany encouraged the 
participants of the meeting to enquire in their countries how the London Protocol amendment on 
ocean fertilisation has been ratified, in case that this could serve as a blueprint for the HELCOM 
process. 

1.5. The Meeting pointed out that the Recommendation will bring added value to the regional 
framework as it enables all HELCOM CPs to be involved in the consideration of the planned sea-
based measures, while the Espoo Convention involves only countries those territorial waters could 
be affected. The Meeting also recalled that Russia has not ratified the ESPOO Convention. The 
Meeting notes the opinion of Germany that recent legal studies have already convincingly 
demonstrated that the Espoo Convention is not sufficient to minimise potential risks from sea-
based measures. 

1.6. The Meeting invited Denmark to specify the conflicts which the proposed edition of the 
Recommendation might cause to the national permitting procedures. 

1.7. The Meeting agreed on the commenting round involving national legal experts to provide textual 
proposals for the draft Recommendation and supply the information to the Secretary (Dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 28 February 2020.  

1.8. The Meeting considered a proposal for the definition of sea-based measures by Sweden pointing 
out that the definition in the Recommendation is to be short and clear.  
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1.9. The Meeting also considered whether the definition should cover also biomanipulation and agreed 
that this is still subject to further consideration and discussion. Germany is of the opinion that the 
biomanipulation, including extractive aquaculture and fisheries, needs to be included but also 
realises the challenges of achieving this. 

1.10. The Meeting also proposed to keep the definition given in the Recommendation more open in case 
other method and techniques to manage internal nutrient reserves would be developed. 

1.11. The Meeting agreed that the proposed definition is in general suitable for the Recommendation 
and requested the Secretariat to integrate it into the draft Recommendation before circulation of 
the clean version of the document for commenting.  

1.12. The Meeting discussed a new version of the HELCOM Guideline on sea-based measures.  

1.13. The Meeting thanked Finland for the update of the draft Guideline. The Meeting agreed that the 
Guidelines is being developed in the right direction, considering different requirements for small 
and large-scale measures. Germany proposed further subdivision of measures considering different 
types of measures slightly differently e.g. distinguishing biomanipulation from measures related to 
introduction of substances to the marine environment.  

1.14. The Meeting in general supported the proposal that the information that needs to be provided 
concerning small-scale measures does not need to be too detailed and specific while for large-scale 
measures more detail is required in the Guidelines. 

1.15. The Meeting agreed on the commenting round on the Guideline by 29 February and invited 
participants to provide comments to Finland (vilja.klemola@ym.fi; jouni.lehtoranta@ymparisto.fi) 
with a copy to the Secretariat (Dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi). Finland will compile 
comments and submit an updated draft of the Guidelines to MINUTS 6-2020.  

1.16. The Meeting agreed to return to the consideration of the glossary at a later stage. 

1.17. The Meeting took note of the ongoing work on mapping of the internal nutrient reserves at sea and 
in coastal waters run by the geological survey of Sweden and welcomed the proposal by Sweden to 
provide the group with a synthesis of major findings of the project. 

1.18. The Meeting also invited participants to share available information about national activities 
related to the management of the internal nutrient reserves.  

2. Future work 

2.1. The Meeting proposed to have the next online meeting at 13.00-15.00 EET on 17 March 2020. 

2.2.  The Meeting reiterated the intention to convene a physical meeting in May back-to-back with the 
HELCOM workshops on new measures for BSAP, tentatively on 11-15 May 2020. The exact date of 
the meeting will be agreed at MINUTS 6-2020, when dates of the workshops will be announced. 

2.3. Germany proposed to consider holding another physical meeting in autumn 2020 that could have a 
workshop character and in which legal experts should participate. This could help in clarifying some 
of the legal issues related to sea-based measures. 

3. Adoption of the Outcome 

3.1. The Outcome will be adopted via correspondence and published on the Meeting’s website. 
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